
 

dedicated to 

THE DYNAMICS OF 

MOUNTAIN AREAS 

A base camp 
for the development  
of mountain territories 
 
Based on their history, their culture, their nature , 
the energy and know-how of their men and women, 
mountain territories are developing precious skills  
and experiences for our future, here as elsewhere. 
 
Montanea is, in Chambéry (Savoy), their base camp, 
their place of meetings, reflections and innovation . 
And the essential and cohesive link with urban  
populations and territories. 

For a moving mountain 

 



 

Mountains meet in Chambéry! 
 

• 25% of the territory is situated in a mountain area—40 French departments concerned 

• 6 mountain ranges : the Vosges, the Jura, the Alps, the Massif Central, the Pyrenees and Corsica 

The mountain, a na�onal pillar : 1/3 of the French economic, scien!fic, academic and technological 

heritage ensures 55% of the tourism investments, thereby promo!ng France abroad and stabilizing 

the external trade balance. 

• France :  
worldwide leader in terms of ski resorts (in numbers of ski li-s with 300 million EUR invested 

per year) 

second in terms of visits behind the United States : 10 million clients in winter, 10 million EUR 

achieved, 60 million overnight stays… 

1/3 of the French economic heritage 

 

• The great challenge : to turn to a mul�-ac�vity tourism and a 4 seasons tourism 

 

 

 

• 90% of the territory situated in mountainous area and a strategic posi�oning between France and 

Italy 

In 2013, the Savoy’s economic vitality (131 047 employees working for over 40 000 companies) ex-

plains remarkable results in the services sector. 50% of this economic ac�vity is directly related to 

mountain and tourism, 30% of the companies depend on it. 

 

•   Savoie’s economy is linked to winter tourism ac�vity : 
44% of the French sales (571 million EUR) are generated by the ski resorts in Savoy, 

41% of French ‘skier days’ (22.3 million skier days for the season 2012-2013). 

In 2012, this ac!vity has generated 33.4 million overnight stays, in all seasons. 

 

• The Savoie develops and enriches its offer for the summer season : hiking, cycle touring, water 

sports, Regional Natural Parks, Na!onal Park. 

 

• The Savoie has also developed new sectors : hydraulic industry and solar industry with a 544 Million 

EUR turnover for the INES (Solar Energy Na!onal Ins!tute), which is the 3
rd

 solar pla@orm in the 

world. 

The department of The Savoie is France’s leading producer of hydroelectricity, thanks to the Centre 

d’Ingénierie Hydraulique (CIH) – 1150 employees and a 56 million EUR turnover. 

 

 

 

• Thanks to its strategic geographical posi!on in Savoie, the city of Chambéry has become the interface 

between the city and the actors of the mountain. 

Based on the concept of “balances and solidari!es between city and mountain”, Chambéry is recog-

nized by the professionals of the mountain as being a resources and exchanges pla,orm. It is home 

to more than 20 corporate headquarters of companies dedicated to mountain. 

 

• Numerous significant actors of the mountain economy (such as Cluster Montagne) have 

seHled in one of the 24 towns that compose the urban area of Chambéry, called Chambéry 
Métropole, or among the Métropole Savoie (which covers the areas of La Chautagne, 

north of Bourget Lake, Combe de Savoie, south of Chambéry). 

 

•    Training Ins!tutes dedicated to the professions of mountain ac!vi!es, as well as the  

Mountain Scien!fic Interdisciplinary Center (CISM) proposed by the Savoie Mont Blanc  
University. 

 

• The organiza!on of a great number of events dedicated to the mountain and its development 

(which represents 20% of Chambéry’s business tourism) confirms the role of the city as being a 

pla@orm for reflec!ons on the issues of Mountain development : the trade show Grand Ski (1000 

tourism professionals and 500 interna!onal tour operators), Fes!val Interna!onal des Mé!ers de 

Montagne (The Interna!onal Fes!val of Mountain Trades), Mountain Wine exhibi!on, Alpin Movie 

Nights… 

Mountain  
in France  

Mountain  
in Savoie  

Mountain around 
Chambéry  



 

Mountains meet in Chambéry! 
A tool dedicated to a better 
knowledge of mountain  
development stakes 

 

BRING TOGETHER ALL THE PARTNERS 
involved in the stakes of mountain development 

PROMOTE THE PROJECTS OF ITS MEMBERS 
by bringing them an expertise and/or support 

DRIVE THE ECONOMY AND THE 
SOLIDARITIES BETWEEN CITY AND MOUNTAIN 

via meetings, events... 

BALANCE SHEET 
 
With more than 60 members , The Montanea association hosts and organ-
izes 13 events every year , for an average attendance of 30 800 people , 
which represents 15% to 20% of the “mountain” business tourism of  
Chambéry. 
⇒ Since 2002 : 191 symposiums, conferences, exhibitions on the theme 

of the mountain.  
 
TOOLS 
 
• A file of 4800 “customers” (general public, professionals, institutions) 
• A file of more than 300 speakers and experts on cross-cutting mountain 

themes 
• A file of 13 000 e-mails and an  

increasing broadcasting network 
thanks to our partners 

 
OUTLOOKS 
 
• Confirm Chambéry as a mountain 

resources center.  
• Develop the concept of “balances 

and solidarities between city and 
mountain ” 

• Develop the European axes. 



 

For the  
actors of 

THE ECONOMY OF 

THE MOUNTAIN  

 

 


